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does, from the clear conviction that the fall of Darwinism will bring a simultaneous revival of teleology of great significance.
In the year 1894, Wolff followed his critique by an experiment which was expressly undertaken as a solution of the question : Darwinism or teleology. His aim was to see whether an organism could restore an organ extracted from it for the first time in its development, and to examine how this restitution was accomplished. " Primary finality " was to be proved by the positive outcome of the experiment, which would, on the one hand, reduce Darwinism ad dbsurdum, and, on the other, through the fact of purposive adaptation, go to support teleology in a very significant form.
The experiment consisted in the extraction of the lens, and nothing but the lens, from the eye of a water-newt (Triton taniatus). A new lens was generated, growing from the outer edge of the iris in a way which, though not corresponding to the ordinary development,1 was, nevertheless, most suitable for the purpose in question.
Thus was " primary finality " demonstrated.
Highly though we value Wolff's acute writings, which take a prominent place in modern biological literature, it must be pointed out that although he proved the significance of teleology he failed to demonstrate its methods. His experiment might only point to a pre-established static teleology to be accepted simply as a given fact.
Wolff himself, in the works we have mentioned, never entered into the difference between static and
1 In the normal development, the lens grows out from the skin.